Ultrasound evaluation of the width of the fetal nose.
The aim of the study was to construct a normal range for the width of the fetal nose during gestation. The study group included 229 healthy pregnant women with normal singleton pregnancies at 15-42 weeks of gestation. The ultrasound measurements were taken at the level of the lower border of the ala nasi, using the modified coronal view. Routine biometric measurements were obtained from the participants, including biparietal diameter, head and abdominal circumferences, cerebellum and femur lengths. Our results were used to construct objective measurements of the fetal nasal width across all gestational ages. We conclude that the nasal width can be easily measured from 15 weeks of gestation using the modified coronal view. A linear growth relationship was found between nasal width and gestational age, biparietal diameter, head and abdominal circumferences, and transcerebellar and femoral lengths. We feel that such measurements may prove useful in the diagnosis of cases at high risk for fetal facial abnormalities.